
 
General Assembly Minutes Summary 

Leuven, Lemmens Institute, Belgium — 15th, 17th & 18th April 1998 

1.​ Amendments to the By-Laws​
Several changes to the By-Laws were discussed and voted on. Key decisions 
included:​
– The immediate Past President to serve automatically as a non-voting consultant 
to support continuity.​
– Conference organisers must guarantee half of the registration cost for EMTC 
members (replacing a rejected proposal to guarantee full fees).​
– Countries requesting reduced fees must justify this on the basis of poor economic 
status.​
– The EMTC President to attend European Conferences as a guest, with travel, 
accommodation, and registration covered by conference organisers; 
Vice-Presidents to be invited with at least free registration.​
– Proposals requiring a financial structure were postponed until such a structure 
exists.​
– Delegates to distribute EMTC materials to national organisations at their own 
expense and in good time.​
All revised points were incorporated into an updated By-Laws document, to be 
translated and discussed nationally. 

2.​ European Association for Psychotherapy (EAP) Update​
Information was shared about the establishment of a Music Therapy Working 
Group within the EAP, involving delegates from Austria, Germany, and 
Switzerland. A forthcoming World Congress of Psychotherapy (Vienna, July 1999) 
was announced, including a music therapy sub-conference. 

3.​ European Recognition of EMTC​
The President reported contact with a representative of the European Community 
aimed at initiating official recognition of the EMTC as a professional body. 

4.​ World Federation of Music Therapy (WFMT) Information​
The new WFMT Newsletter (second issue) was presented. Members were 
encouraged to promote WFMT membership and ensure payment of membership 
fees. 
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5.​ Election of EMTC President​

Gianluigi di Franco was nominated and elected unanimously as the new EMTC 
President. 

6.​ Research Register Contribution​
Country delegates were asked to complete and return materials for the European 
Music Therapy Research Register by 1 July 1998, in preparation for publication. 

7.​ 5th European Congress (2001) – Historical Context​
Background information was provided on earlier planning steps for the 5th 
European Music Therapy Congress, to ensure all delegates had shared 
understanding. 

8.​ Election of Vice-Presidents​
– Jos de Backer was elected unanimously as Vice-President for Central Europe.​
– Gro Trolldalen was elected unanimously as Vice-President for Northern Europe. 

9.​  World Congress of Music Therapy 1999​
Preliminary information was shared regarding the World Congress in Washington, 
D.C. (November 1999). A call for association contact details and advance planning 
for paper submissions was issued. 

10.​ Approval of the EMTC Constitution​
The Constitution formulated in Lisbon was formally approved by unanimous vote. 

11.​ Membership Request​
A request for EMTC membership from a music therapist in Malta was noted. 

12.​ Establishment of Sub-Committees​
Members confirmed availability for the following sub-committees:​
– Training: to develop a European model or guideline​
– Ethics: to address professional ethical issues​
– Research: to prepare a new edition of the European Music Therapy Research 
Register​
Additional tasks included compiling lists of training institutions and national music 
therapy associations. 

13.​ Strategic Priority Identified​
The President and Vice-Presidents identified official European-level recognition of 
music therapy, with shared rules and standards, as a primary strategic task for the 
coming period. 
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14.​ Open Meeting Information​

During the open meeting, the formation of the Italian Federation of Music 
Therapists was announced, alongside willingness to cooperate in preparation for 
the 5th European Conference in Italy (Naples, 2001). 
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