
 
General Assembly Minutes Summary 

Ma’ale Hahamisha, Israel — 30th April–3rd May 2000 

1.​ Naples 2001 Congress: Format and Concept​
 The overall concept and philosophical framework for the 5th European Music 
Therapy Congress in Naples were presented and discussed. The congress theme 
and the principle of balanced representation from different European regions were 
reaffirmed. Organisational partners and supporting institutions were confirmed.​
 

2.​ Opening Session Format (Naples 2001)​
 It was unanimously agreed that the opening session would consist of three 
presenters supported by short video presentations. Delegates committed to 
seeking contributions from their respective countries. Clear technical, ethical, and 
content requirements for video submissions were established, along with 
deadlines.​
 

3.​ Congress Schedule Adjustments​
 Due to translation requirements and programme flow, it was agreed that 
presentation timings would be adjusted and that the congress closing session 
would take place earlier than originally planned. As a result, the congress dates 
were confirmed as 20–24 April 2001.​
 

4.​ Congress Fees and Financial Framework​
 The financial framework for the Naples Congress was presented and approved 
unanimously. Registration fees were set for full and student participants, with 
conditions confirmed for EMTC member benefits and partial fee coverage for EMTC 
delegates once minimum participation thresholds were reached.​
 

5.​ Scientific Programme (Naples 2001)​
 The scientific structure of the Naples Congress was presented, including the 
number and format of presentations and workshops. Criteria for abstract selection 
were clarified. It was confirmed that there would be no poster session in the usual 
sense.​
​
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6.​ Country Posters and EMTC Poster​

 It was unanimously agreed that each European country would prepare a poster 
presenting the state of music therapy nationally, with responsibility assigned to 
each EMTC delegate. Additionally, a central EMTC poster was approved, with 
coordination responsibilities defined.​
 

7.​ Round Tables and Working Group Contributions​
 Sub-committees and working groups were tasked with submitting abstracts for 
round-table discussions, including themes, guiding questions, and proposed 
participants, by a specified deadline.​
 

8.​ EMTC Website Development​
 After reviewing several proposals, it was unanimously agreed to proceed with the 
establishment of an EMTC website under a concrete external proposal. A system 
of questionnaires (academic, professional, and individual) was approved to 
populate the website with reliable information, with clear responsibilities and 
deadlines assigned.​
 

9.​  European-Level Professional Recognition​
 Ongoing work related to European-level recognition of music therapy was 
reviewed. It was agreed that information-gathering and consultation would 
continue, with proposals circulated among delegates for feedback and further 
development.​
 

10.​ Sub-Committees and Working Groups​
 Updates were received from several sub-committees, including supervision, 
research, ethics, and training standards. Key decisions included:​
 – Agreement to publish research register data via the EMTC website rather than in 
print.​
 – Unanimous acceptance of the proposed Code of Ethics, subject to national 
compatibility.​
 – Continued development of training standards, with tasks and membership 
confirmed.​
​
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11.​ EMTC Organisation and Forward Planning​

 Organisational matters discussed included translation of the EMTC Constitution, 
preparation for the next EMTC presidential election, proposals for future 
pre-conferences and European conferences, and reminders regarding voting 
reliability and adherence to deadlines.​
 

12.​ Future International Events​
 Information was shared regarding forthcoming World Congresses of Music 
Therapy, and contact details of EMTC delegates were forwarded to relevant 
organisers. 
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