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General Assembly Minutes Summary

Meielisalp, Switzerland — 27th-29th April 2003

. Country Situation Updates

Delegates gave brief reports on the state of music therapy in their countries.
Common themes included lack of legal recognition, variability in training standards,
challenges around accreditation, and differing relationships with healthcare and
education systems. These reports informed later discussions on registration and

training standards.

. EU Recognition and Statutes

Progress toward European recognition was reviewed. Statutes were confirmed as
the foundation for approaching EU institutions, with English translations to follow.
Vice-Presidents were tasked with contacting national associations regarding

membership procedures.

. Financial Overview

A financial report was presented, with confirmation that EU-level financial
oversight was in place. Outstanding membership fees were noted, and it was
clarified that students within associations are counted within membership

structures.

. Reports from EMTC Commissions
Updates were received from standing commissions, including Education and
Training, Registration, and Research. These reports shaped the agenda for

standards development and future documentation.

. Training and Education: Musicianship and Therapeutic Identity

The Education and Training Commission presented a conceptual framework
emphasising the development of therapeutic identity through musicianship and
improvisation. This was recognised as an important discussion document rather
than a formal standard, with agreement that further work was needed before

publication or endorsement.
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6. Training Courses Database
A Europe-wide survey of university-level music therapy training programmes was
launched. Delegates agreed to support data collection via a standardised

questionnaire to ensure comparability and currency.

7. EMTC Website and Research Register
The EMTC website and online research register were reviewed. Responsibilities for
data entry and content management were clarified, with access restricted to
authorised representatives and institutions. It was agreed that older research data

could be published separately outside the EMTC website.

8. European Registration Standards (Working Document)
A detailed working document on European registration standards was discussed
extensively. Key issues included degree levels, supervision, self-experience
requirements, transitional arrangements, and differing national realities. It was
agreed that the document would be revised, clarified, and circulated for national

consultation, with implementation planned several years ahead.

9. Commissions for the Next Mandate
Membership and leadership of the Registration, Education and Training, and
Supervision Commissions were confirmed. The Board retained responsibility for

coordinating and integrating commission outputs.

10. European Association of Music Therapy Students (EAMTS)
The work and structure of EAMTS were presented. Delegates agreed to support
student networking, internships, research collaboration, and dissemination of

information via national channels.

11. 6th European Music Therapy Conference (Finland, 2004)
Detailed plans for the forthcoming European Conference in Finland were
presented, including theme, structure, committees, and logistics. EMTC
participation was agreed through commission-based paper contributions and a

collective presentation of EMTC work.



12. Call for Papers and Dissemination

Delegates accepted responsibility for distributing calls for papers and conference

information within their countries, using both postal and electronic means.

13. Recognition of Foundational Contribution

It was unanimously agreed to establish an award recognising foundational
contributions to EMTC, with the first award to honour Tony Wigram.

14. Future Direction and National Challenges
Time was devoted to discussing national challenges related to recognition,
supervision, ethics, and training capacity. The EMTC was affirmed as a support
structure for advocacy, standards development, and shared learning, while
recognising the limits of its regulatory authority.

15. Next Meeting

The next EMTC meeting was scheduled to take place in Finland in conjunction with
the 6th European Music Therapy Conference in June 2004.



