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General Assembly Minutes Summary

Bologna, Italy — September 2005

. Opening and Regional Meetings
The General Assembly opened with introductions and then split into regional

meetings (North, Middle, South Europe) led by the respective Vice-Presidents.

. Country Situation Reports

Delegates presented national updates on the status of music therapy, including
training, professional recognition, association structures, and employment
contexts. Common challenges identified across countries included lack of legal
protection of the title “music therapist”, variability in training standards, and

difficulties with registration and reimbursement systems.

. EU Recognition and EMTC Role

The EMTC’s role as an EU-recognised organisation was reaffirmed. National
associations were encouraged to align their work with EMTC statutes and to use
EMTC recognition to support advocacy and professional development at national

level.

. Financial Matters

Financial accounts were presented and discussed. Issues related to invoicing,
receipts, and bank transfers were noted. It was confirmed that formal financial
reporting is required under the EMTC'’s legal status.

. Communication Procedures

Updated communication procedures were presented, emphasising transparency,
shared responsibility among the Core Board, and the importance of regular

communication between country representatives and their national associations.

. Vice-Presidential Elections

Elections were held for Vice-Presidents in Middle and Southern Europe.

Appointments were approved by regional votes, with terms running until 2007.
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. Amendment to the By-Laws
An amendment to the EMTC By-Laws was approved unanimously, formally

incorporating the term “music therapist”.

. Complaint Procedure
A formal Complaint Procedure was presented and agreed for a two-year pilot

period, with a review and vote scheduled for 2007.

. European Music Therapist Register (EMTR): Overview
The history and purpose of the European Music Therapist Register (EMTR) were
presented. The EMTR was positioned as a forward-looking framework to support

ethical practice, professional standards, and European-level recognition.

Decision to Establish the EMTR
A series of formal proposals were voted on unanimously, including:
— Recognition of the need for minimum professional standards in Europe.
— Agreement to establish a European Music Therapist Register.
— Adoption of the EMTR Minimum Standards document as the basis for the
process.
— Confirmation of a staged, multi-year implementation process involving

consultation with members.

Registration Commission Mandate
It was agreed to establish a Registration Commission to oversee the EMTR
process. Key areas for further work were identified, including membership
categories, clinical experience definitions, supervision standards, self-experience

requirements, transitional arrangements, and alignment with national systems.

Future European Conference
Information was shared regarding the next European Music Therapy Conference to
be held in the Netherlands in 2007, with members encouraged to register interest

and disseminate information nationally.

Future Work and Next Steps
The Assembly acknowledged that the EMTR represents a long-term
developmental process. National associations were encouraged to engage actively
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with consultation processes and to view the Register as a shared framework rather

than a restrictive mechanism.



