
 
General Assembly Minutes Summary 

Nantes, France — 30th October 2008 

1.​ Communication and membership responsibilities​
Ongoing difficulties with communication and responsiveness from some country 
representatives were addressed. Clear expectations were reaffirmed regarding 
timely email responses, reliable contact details, and active engagement with EMTC 
processes. Annual payment of membership fees was confirmed as mandatory due 
to fluctuating national association memberships.​
 

2.​ Country situation reports (overview)​
Short national updates highlighted continued growth of music therapy training and 
practice across Europe, alongside persistent challenges in legal recognition, 
regulation of training standards, and protection of professional titles. Common 
issues included unregulated practice, diverse training routes, and uneven progress 
toward national registration systems.​
 

3.​ Regional meetings (North, Middle, South Europe)​
Regional discussions identified shared concerns about communication flow, 
workload distribution, and clarity of EMTC processes. Requests included clearer 
annual planning cycles, improved feedback loops between the Core Board and 
country representatives, and greater transparency in information use.​
 

4.​ Membership structure and procedures​
A more structured annual membership renewal process was introduced. Member 
countries were required to submit updated documentation by a fixed annual 
deadline, with non-compliance resulting in exclusion. Flexibility was allowed in 
how national associations label documentation, provided requirements are met.​
 

5.​ European Music Therapist Register (EMTR): progress and process​
Progress on the EMTR was reviewed following commission meetings earlier in the 
year. The long-term and complex nature of the process was acknowledged. It was 
agreed to continue refining consultation procedures, clarify timelines, and improve 
communication between the EMTR Commission, Core Board, and national 
associations. 
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6.​ Website development and digital infrastructure​

The new EMTC website was presented, including country profiles, delegate 
information, translations of statutes and by-laws, archives, and conference 
information. Responsibilities for updating content were clarified, and regular 
updates were emphasised as essential. The website address www.emtc-eu.com 
was confirmed.​
 

7.​ Financial matters​
The financial report and forward projections were presented and approved. Budget 
allocations included website development, Core Board expenses, and 
EMTR-related work. Financial procedures and transparency requirements were 
reaffirmed.​
 

8.​ Board elections and appointments​
Preparations for leadership transition were discussed. A structured process was 
agreed for identifying and proposing candidates for the next Core Board, with 
regional input required. Questions regarding eligibility, including the role of 
non-EU countries and observer members, were identified for clarification.​
 

9.​ Definition of a professional association​
A formal definition of what constitutes a professional association within EMTC was 
approved. This clarified eligibility for membership and excluded training 
institutions, research centres, and service providers from being recognised as 
professional associations.​
 

10.​ Future General Assemblies and European Conferences​
Vienna was confirmed as the location for the 2009 General Assembly, linked to a 
national conference. An update was provided on preparations for the 2010 
European Music Therapy Conference in Spain.​
 

11.​ Relationship with the World Federation of Music Therapy (WFMT)​
The relationship between EMTC and WFMT was reviewed. It was agreed to 
explore the benefits and feasibility of confederation-level membership, with 
further information to be gathered and reported at the next General Assembly. 
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