
 
General Assembly Minutes Summary 

Vienna, Austria — 19th–20th May 2009 

1.​ Country situation reports (overview)​
Country reports were shared and circulated in full separately. Key developments 
included progress toward legal recognition in several countries, expansion of 
master’s-level training programmes, establishment or strengthening of national 
registers, and continued challenges around protected professional titles and 
regulation. Several countries reported significant advances in recognition within 
healthcare systems.​
 

2.​ Follow-up on action points from Nantes (2008)​
Progress was reviewed on website development, consideration of EMTC 
membership in the World Federation of Music Therapy (WFMT), development of 
an annual EMTC work timeline, and clarification of voting rights for non-EU 
countries. It was confirmed that EMTC would not pursue WFMT membership, 
while maintaining professional contact.​
 

3.​ Annual EMTC work timeline​
A draft annual timeline outlining Core Board and organisational tasks across the 
year was presented. Country representatives were asked to provide feedback to 
refine the document, which was intended to clarify responsibilities, improve 
planning, and support continuity of work between General Assemblies.​
 

4.​ Status of non-EU member countries​
It was clarified that EMTC is recognised as a European organisation at EU level. 
Non-EU countries may participate as observing members but do not have voting 
rights within the General Assembly.​
 

5.​ Board elections and appointments​
Two proposed Core Board teams presented their visions and priorities. Following a 
closed vote by eligible delegates, a new Core Board was elected to take office after 
the 2010 European Conference. A structured transition period was agreed, with 
documentation and handover support from the outgoing Core Board.​
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6.​ Change to Board titles and structure​

A proposal to revise Board titles and roles was approved. The Core Board was 
redefined to include a President and two Vice-Presidents (Secretary General and 
Treasurer), while former regional Vice-Presidents became European Regional 
Coordinators (North, Central, South). This change enabled continuity of leadership 
when the President is unavailable and clarified governance responsibilities.​
 

7.​ European Music Therapy Conference 2010 (Cádiz)​
Details of the 8th European Music Therapy Conference were presented, including 
dates, venue, call for papers, publication plans, and participation capacity. The 
official language was confirmed as English, with possible additional language 
support.​
 

8.​ Future European Conferences and General Assemblies​
Oslo was announced as the host city for the 2013 European Music Therapy 
Conference. Member countries were invited to submit proposals for hosting future 
General Assemblies.​
 

9.​ Working groups and thematic development​
Reports were presented from working groups addressing legal recognition, 
national regulation processes, research, ethics, international projects, and 
professional collaboration. These reports were designated for internal EMTC use 
only and informed future strategic priorities.​
 

10.​ European Music Therapist Register (EMTR): development phase​
Extensive work on the EMTR was presented, including definitions, application 
structures, processing timelines, governance arrangements, and website 
integration. It was confirmed that EMTR implementation would proceed in stages, 
supported by multiple working groups and further consultation with member 
countries.​
​
​
​
​
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11.​ EMTR next steps​

New working groups were established to finalise application procedures, appeals 
processes, membership criteria, financial structures, and online presentation of the 
register. A further EMTR Commission meeting was planned prior to the 2010 
General Assembly.​
 

12.​ Website development and document management​
Progress on the EMTC website was reviewed. Responsibilities for uploading and 
maintaining national and organisational documents were clarified. A website 
working group was established to guide future development, functionality, and 
visibility.​
 

13.​ Membership procedures and financial oversight​
Membership renewal procedures were reviewed and confirmed as effective. Clear 
coordination between country representatives, national associations, and the 
Treasurer was emphasised. Financial accounts for the previous year were 
presented, with future cost implications noted for the incoming Core Board.​
 

14.​ EMTC Award​
Guidelines for the EMTC Award were reviewed. Member countries were invited to 
submit nominations for the next award to be presented at the 2010 European 
Conference. 
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