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General Assembly Minutes Summary

Oslo, Norway — 6th-7th August 2013

. Organisational overview and priorities

The President reported on the work of the Core Board and reaffirmed EMTC's core
purposes: collaboration, exchange, and professional development across Europe.
Priority areas for 2013-2014 were identified as revision of procedures and
by-laws, visibility and sharing, clarification of music therapy definitions, and

recognition and registration.

. Membership overview and representation

EMTC membership was reported as 28 member countries with 42 associations,
representing over 5,000 music therapists. Slovakia was confirmed as a new full
member. Several changes in Country Representatives were noted, reflecting

ongoing renewal and consolidation of national representation.

. Communication and digital platforms

The EMTC website and SharePoint platform were reviewed as central tools for
communication and document sharing. Clear expectations were reaffirmed
regarding their active use by Country Representatives, protection of login

credentials, and timely submission of national information for publication.

. Financial matters

The financial report for 2012-2013 was presented and approved. Expenditure
related to meetings, administration, website maintenance, and EMTR activities was
reviewed. The membership fee structure (one euro per association member) was

confirmed as appropriate.

. Regional coordination reports

Regional updates from Northern, Central, and Southern Europe addressed
communication patterns, membership developments, and unresolved issues from
the previous year. Applications for new membership were noted at an overview

level.
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. European Music Therapist Register (EMTR): review and adjustment

The history, purpose, and current status of the EMTR were reviewed. Uptake was
reported as limited, with a small number of registered therapists and applications
in progress. Following consultation with member countries, it was agreed to:
—revise EMTR titles to remove academic labels

— simplify administrative procedures

— maintain existing criteria

— keep the registration fee at €200, with a reduced application fee

— improve clarity of EMTR information on the website

. EMTR promotion and development
A promotion package for the EMTR was approved in connection with the Vienna
2016 Conference. A checklist and clearer explanatory materials were to be added

to the website to support understanding and uptake.

. Future General Assemblies
A proposal to host the 2014 General Assembly in Luxembourg was presented and

approved unanimously. Dates and organisational arrangements were confirmed.

. Revision of by-laws

Proposed revisions to the EMTC by-laws were presented, focusing on the roles of
Country Representatives, Regional Coordinators, membership fees, nomination
procedures, and voting processes. Following discussion, the revised by-laws were

approved unanimously and scheduled for publication on the EMTC website.

Board elections and appointments
The Core Board (President, Vice-President/Secretary General,
Vice-President/Treasurer) was re-elected for a further three-year term
(2013-2016), with an explicit commitment to preparing leadership transition by
2016.
New Regional Coordinators were elected as follows:
— Northern Europe
— Central Europe

— Southern Europe
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11. European Music Therapy Conference 2016 (Vienna)
Preparations for the 2016 European Music Therapy Conference in Vienna were

presented, including early planning decisions and sustainability intentions.

12. Working groups and commissions
Updates were received from working groups covering CPD, research, ethics,
recognition, Eastern Europe support, website development, and vision and mission.
Mandates were reviewed, with continuation agreed where activity was ongoing
and relevance confirmed.

13. Ethical considerations in conferences
The need for clearer ethical guidelines for conference presentations was discussed,
particularly regarding the use of clinical material, consent, photography, and
audio/video recordings. It was agreed that this issue should be taken forward by a

working group and integrated into future conference procedures.

14. Future initiatives and networking
New initiatives were discussed, including the possibility of a Europe-wide Music
Therapy Day to increase visibility and public awareness. Interest was expressed

across several countries, with further exploration agreed.



