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General Assembly Minutes Summary

Ede, Netherlands — 27th-28th May 2017

. Organisational overview and Board priorities

The President reported on the first year of work of the new Core Board, with
priorities including stabilising financial procedures, renewing internal
communication, continuing website redevelopment, reviewing EMTR processes,
clarifying General Assembly procedures, strengthening the role of Regional
Coordinators, and supporting collaboration across countries. A reflective review of

the previous Core Board’s legacy was undertaken as part of this process.

. Membership overview and representation

EMTC reported 29 member countries and 42 member associations, representing
approximately 5,936 music therapists. Turkey and Slovenia continued as observing
members. Seven new Country Representatives were confirmed, reflecting ongoing

renewal of national representation.

. Financial report and budget

The financial report for 2016 and the budget for 2017 were presented and
approved. Income projections were aligned with membership numbers. Core Board
expenses, including Music Therapy Day, were reviewed, and the need for

transparent budgeting was reaffirmed.

. Country situation reports (overview)
Brief country updates were shared, with more detailed reports available on the
EMTC website. Common themes included professional development, recognition

efforts, regulation challenges, and national organisational changes.

. Role and tasks of Regional Coordinators

The future role of Regional Coordinators was discussed and clarified. Agreed
priorities included improving communication between Country Representatives
and the Board, facilitating regional exchange (including online meetings),
supporting countries that are not yet EMTC members, and strengthening regional

collaboration in line with EMTC statutes.
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6. European Music Therapist Register (EMTR): review and reframing
Following review by the EMTR Commission, it was agreed that the existing EMTR
lacked sufficient credibility and usefulness for members. The register was reframed
as European Music Therapy Standards (EMTS), with a revised aim focused on
identifying nationally recognised standards of qualification and practice rather than

operating a centralised European register.

7. EMTS development tasks
Two concrete development tasks were agreed:
— mapping and publishing national qualification and registration standards on the
EMTC website, including information on how practitioners can be identified
nationally
— initiating a comparative analysis of European music therapy training curricula,
with a view to developing shared standards of proficiency articulated in

competencies rather than credit hours

8. Strategic reflection and SWOT analysis
Results of a comprehensive SWOT analysis were presented and discussed. Key
issues identified included lack of financial resources, unclear goals, limited
visibility, slow communication processes, and uneven engagement across
countries. It was agreed that EMTC should work toward clearer, SMART long-term
goals supported by annual objectives.

9. Communication platforms and visibility
Website updates and simplification were reviewed. It was agreed to develop an
official EMTC public Facebook page, moderated by Regional Coordinators, to
support visibility and information-sharing. Country Representatives were asked to

ensure accuracy of national information online.

10. European Music Therapy Day
European Music Therapy Day was reviewed positively, with data indicating broad
participation and public reach. The 2017 theme, “Hearing Your Voice”, and the
date 15 November 2017 were confirmed. Further creative collaboration across

countries was encouraged.



11. Future General Assemblies
A proposal to host the 2018 General Assembly in Italy (Trapani) was presented

and unanimously approved, with dates confirmed for early May 2018.

12. European Music Therapy Conference 2019 (Aalborg)
Preparations for the 11th European Music Therapy Conference in Aalborg were
presented, including dates, theme (Fields of Resonance), organisational partners,
and key deadlines. Reduced conference fees for members of EMTC associations

were proposed for further discussion with conference organisers.

13. Working groups: review and continuation
Reports were received from working groups covering ethics, CPD, Music Therapy
Day, recognition and qualification, website development, research, and
collaboration across arts therapies. Mandates were reviewed, new members

welcomed, and priorities for the coming year clarified.

14. International links and representation
Potential international connections, including engagement with WFEMT and other
partners, were discussed at a strategic level. No immediate structural changes

were agreed.



