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General Assembly Minutes Summary

Trapani, Italy — 5th-6th May 2018

1. Organisational overview and priorities
The President reported on Core Board activity during 2017-2018, including
increased frequency of meetings, clarification of responsibilities and timelines,
improved use of the EMTC website and shared email systems, and strengthened
collaboration between the Core Board, Regional Coordinators, and Country
Representatives. The SWOT analysis undertaken in 2017 was used to inform

working group priorities.

2. Strategic priorities for 2018-2019
Key priorities were agreed, including completion of the European training survey,
preparation for the 2019 General Assembly and European Conference in Aalborg,
renewed mapping of national registers and qualifications, continued work toward
European standards for training and clinical practice, revision of statutes and
by-laws, and improved communication between professional and educational

associations.

3. Membership overview and voting eligibility
Membership fees and voting eligibility were reviewed. Countries with unpaid
membership fees were noted as ineligible to vote at this General Assembly in line
with EMTC rules. The importance of timely fee payment for organisational

functioning was reaffirmed.

4. Financial report and budget
The Treasurer presented the financial report for 2017-2018, noting reduced
expenditure compared to the previous year and stable income from membership

fees. The proposed budget for 2018 was reviewed and accepted.
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. Country situation reports (overview)

Brief national updates highlighted developments in professional recognition,
training, regulation, and employment contexts. Several countries reported progress
in governmental recognition, higher education approval, or professional
classification. Ongoing challenges included internal association divisions,
classification issues within healthcare systems, and access to professional roles in

education.

. European Music Therapy Standards (EMTS): development work

The EMTR remained on hold and continued under the revised framework of
European Music Therapy Standards (EMTS). Progress on a Europe-wide survey of
training programmes was reviewed, with Country Representatives tasked to
ensure completion by training providers. It was agreed that survey data would be

processed anonymously and presented at the 2019 European Conference.

. Mapping of national registers and qualifications
It was agreed to publish, on the EMTC website, links to national lists or regulatory
bodies identifying qualified music therapists, without publishing individual names,

in order to respect data protection requirements and reduce maintenance burden.

. Strategic reflection and goal clarification

Building on the 2017 SWOT analysis, structured group work was undertaken to
clarify EMTC goals. It was agreed that future goals should be SMART, better
communicated to members, and regularly monitored. The Core Board committed to

developing a questionnaire to clarify unclear goals and support refinement.

. Research and knowledge exchange

The research working group reported on plans to map doctoral-level music
therapy research across Europe. It was agreed that EMTC would not attempt to
maintain a central research database, but instead develop a webpage linking to
national research resources, with Country Representatives responsible for

providing updates.
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10. Recognition and qualification processes
Working groups reported on progress in collecting data on national recognition
and qualification pathways. It was agreed to analyse existing data, issue follow-up
questionnaires, and strengthen collaboration between recognition, EMTS, CPD,

and arts therapies working groups.

11. Statutes, by-laws, and membership procedures
Inconsistencies between statutes and by-laws were identified. The Core Board
committed to preparing revised proposals for legal and ethical consistency, with
the aim of presenting changes for voting at the 2019 General Assembly. Revised
membership procedures were presented, including requirements for

documentation in English and clearer eligibility checks.

12. Board elections and appointments
The current Core Board and Regional Coordinators indicated their willingness to
stand for a further three-year term. Country Representatives were invited to
submit alternative proposals by October 2018, using a standardised proforma to

be developed by the Core Board.

13. European Music Therapy Conference 2019 (Aalborg)
Preparations for the Aalborg 2019 Conference were presented, including dates,
keynote speakers, abstract deadlines, and plans for an interactive EMTC forum.

Country Representatives were encouraged to promote the conference nationally.

14. European Music Therapy Conference 2022: call for hosts
A call was issued for proposals to host the 2022 European Music Therapy
Conference, with a submission deadline of 31 October 2018 and provision for

electronic voting.

15. European Music Therapy Day
European Music Therapy Day was reviewed as a successful visibility initiative.
Further development was encouraged, including stronger PR strategies,

collaboration with conferences, and expanded public-facing materials.
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16. Working groups: review and continuation
Working groups covering CPD, ethics, recognition and qualification, arts therapies
collaboration, research, EMTS, website development, and Music Therapy Day
reported on progress. Mandates were reaffirmed, new members welcomed, and

next steps clarified.

17. International collaboration and conflict-of-interest awareness
Collaboration with international organisations, including WFMT, was discussed.
The need for clear procedures to manage potential conflicts of interest and ensure
transparency in representation and funding decisions was acknowledged, with

further consideration delegated to the Core Board.

18. Future General Assemblies and meeting format
The format and duration of future General Assemblies were reviewed, with broad
support for extending meetings where feasible to reduce workload intensity. Dates
for the 2019 General Assembly in Aalborg were confirmed.



