
 
General Assembly Minutes Summary 

Online (via Zoom) — 9th May 2020 

1.​ Extraordinary context and meeting format​
The General Assembly was held online for the first time due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Procedures for online participation and voting were agreed, 
acknowledging limitations to dialogue while ensuring continuity of governance.​
 

2.​ Organisational overview and Board priorities (2019–2020)​
The President reported on Core Board activity, including frequent online meetings, 
closer support for Regional Coordinators and Country Representatives, advisory 
work with national associations and training programmes, collaboration with other 
European arts therapy bodies (including ECArTE), and continued development of 
the EMTC website. Revision of statutes and by-laws and progress on European 
Music Therapy Standards (EMTS) were identified as central areas of work.​
 

3.​ Strategic priorities for 2020–2021​
Agreed priorities included completion and publication of the EMTS education 
survey analysis, development of recommendations for safe and effective clinical 
practice, finalisation of revised statutes and by-laws, improved internal and 
external communication (including political and PR activity), continued support of 
action teams, and preparation for the 2021 General Assembly.​
 

4.​ Financial report and cost pressures​
The Treasurer presented the 2019 financial report, which was accepted. High costs 
associated with statutory revisions and accounting in Belgium were noted. While 
alternatives were discussed, no immediate changes to registration country or 
accountants were agreed.​
 

5.​ Membership fees: increase approved​
It was agreed by vote to increase the EMTC membership fee from €1 to €1.50 per 
member, with 30% of fees allocated to supporting the organisation of the General 
Assembly. The need for clearer communication about the use and impact of fees 
was acknowledged, particularly in light of COVID-19 pressures on national 
associations.​
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6.​ Statutes and by-laws: amendments approved​

Revised statutes and by-laws were presented, with particular attention to 
procedures when a Country Representative resigns without a successor. An 
amendment allowing the Board to appoint a temporary substitute until the next 
General Assembly or regional meeting was approved by clear majority.​
 

7.​ Regional reports (overview)​
Written reports from Northern, Central, and Southern Europe were received. 
Common themes included uneven communication, varied national impacts of 
COVID-19, and the need for stronger regional coordination.​
 

8.​ Action teams: reports and continuation​
Reports were received from action teams covering research, CPD, supervision, 
recognition, public relations, and collaboration with other arts therapies. 
Membership of each action team was confirmed, with flexibility agreed for varying 
levels of participation due to pandemic-related pressures.​
 

9.​ European Music Therapy Standards (EMTS): education survey progress​
The EMTS Commission reported on analysis of the Europe-wide education survey, 
with 76 responses from 116 training programmes (66%). Work focused on 
identifying shared knowledge, skills, and competencies across diverse training 
models. It was reiterated that EMTC’s role is to recommend, not regulate, 
standards for safe and effective practice.​
 

10.​ Membership support and ethics during COVID-19​
Experiences from multiple countries highlighted significant professional and 
economic challenges. The importance of ethical considerations, safe online 
practice, and support for both service users and music therapists was emphasised. 
A PR action team flyer addressing music therapy under COVID-19 conditions was 
commissioned.​
​
​
​
​
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11.​ Website redevelopment and digital communication​

Renewal of the EMTC website was identified as a priority. Options for platforms, 
content strategy, translation, and use of social media were discussed. It was 
agreed that clarity of purpose and target audience should guide further 
development before major investment.​
 

12.​ Visibility and advocacy: shared responsibility​
Small-group discussions emphasised the role of Country Representatives as 
ambassadors for music therapy and EMTC. Agreed approaches included sharing 
clear descriptions of music therapy, using short videos and case examples, 
strengthening social media presence, and improving communication between 
action teams and regions.​
 

13.​ Future General Assemblies​
The deadline for bids to host the 2021 General Assembly was confirmed as 31 
August 2020, with recognition that an online or hybrid format might again be 
necessary due to ongoing pandemic uncertainty. 
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